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Our Hope in the Storm 
November 15, 2015 
(Romans 8.18-39) 

We’re all here today with heavy hearts; this kind of event always just leaves us in a state of shock. And it 
would be easy to simply remain there, shake our heads and wait for the shock to go away, then go about 
our lives (perhaps a little more numbly) as if nothing had happened. We wouldn’t forget, but not much 
would change. Because it’s true that in times like this, we don’t want to change, we want to be comforted.  

So what could I say to comfort you? I could say that “It will all be okay,” that “Things will go back to 
normal,” that “France will come together stronger than we were before.” I could point you toward self-
help books at Fnac; I could read you some quotes about how if you only think positively, things will turn 
around. The problem is that all of these things are at least potentially false. I don’t know things will go 
back to normal. I don’t know all the stress of this situation will end soon. I love you all, and my job is not 
to give you words of wishful thinking. Because I love you, I’m called to give you hope, but to give you 
hope that’s grounded in what is true, and not in what is easy. 

As I was watching the events unfold on TV Friday night, my mind immediately went to Romans 8, so 
that’s where we’re going to camp out today. Romans 8 is widely regarded as one of the greatest texts in the 
Bible; it’s certainly one of the most hopeful, but the hope we find there rings true because it’s firmly 
grounded in what we know to be true. I won’t spend time going through all of it, but I want to 
concentrate on what events like what happened on Friday tell us about the world we live in, and then to 
look at the real hope that we have. 

1) The world we live in (v. 19-23) 
19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was 

subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be 
set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we 
know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only 
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

1.a: The first thing this event should teach us about the world we live in is that the world is 
broken. Paul tells us that the creation has been subjected to futility. It’s a strange phrase, and basically it 
means this: this world is broken. This word “futility” that Paul uses is the same word that the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament used for the repeated phrase in Ecclesiastes, All is vanity. No matter how 
hard you work, the world is broken and you can’t fix it. Things will work against you. Work will be 
difficult; life will be painful; and everything will seem to be pointless. Now the question is, Why is this? 

Paul says, 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it. 
Remember Genesis 1, when God creates the world perfect, and then the man and woman rebel against 
God. The just penalty for their rebellion against God was that would now live in a world that was broken. 
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God wanted the man and woman to see the infinite gravity of what they had done—because they so easily 
could have thought, “What we did wasn’t so bad!” But it was. Rebellion against an infinite God is an 
infinitely heinous crime, whether it seems that way or not. And that’s the second thing this event should 
teach us. 

1.b: Secondly: the horror of sin. As we watched the events unfold, and saw the death toll climb, and 
heard about the dozens of people killed at the Bataclan, we (like you, I’m sure) were just stunned by the 
horror of it all. The only time I’ve felt anything like it was on September 11, 2001; and at that time I 
wasn’t even living in New York, but in Florida. It’s the kind of thing you can’t even process—such evil is 
incomprehensible. And all sin is exactly that evil. Sin, brought to its natural conclusion, produces what 
happened on Friday. And that should scare us, because the same root of sin that pushed those men to kill 
128 people on Friday is in us. This is what Paul was saying earlier, in chapter 7: 21 So I find it to be a law 
that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23 but 
I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of 
sin that dwells in my members. 

Most of us live our lives thinking sin is no big deal—thinking that even though God has forgiven us for 
our sin (or even because he has forgiven us), we can keep just a little bit for ourselves; we can submit all of 
ourselves to him except just this one thing. But in fact, the root of this “one thing” is so evil we ordinarily 
can’t comprehend it. But we comprehend it a little better after something like Friday night. If you want to 
know why God so vehemently commands us to be holy as he is holy, why he says that it is only if by the 
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live (v. 13), why he is so vehemently opposed to any 
trace of sin in us, think of Friday night. As horrible as it was, that’s how horrible sin is, because it is sin 
which broke this world, and it is this broken world which causes sin to perpetuate and create people 
capable of doing such things. 

1.c: Thirdly, this event should teach us to long for the day when things like this won’t happen 
anymore. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until 
now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 
wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. So he says the world is broken—it is fractured 
because of our rebellion against God. And it wants to be free. This is a heartbreaking image to me; the 
creation groaning under the weight of futility, in pain because of what it’s waiting for. And of course if the 
creation, that had nothing to do with its own corruption, is groaning, how much more are we. We are not 
only broken, but the source of the break; we are not only poisoned, but the source of the poison. 

And we never feel it more acutely than in times like this. There have been moments since Friday night, 
watching the newsfeed, when all we can do is groan—“Eighteen dead? …Thirty? …Sixty? …A hundred? …
A hundred and twenty-eight?” Times like this teach us to desperately long for the day when we—and the 
world—will be free from all this. 

1.d: Fourthly, this event should remind us that the Spirit groans with us. And if we think this is 
hard for us, imagine how hard it must be for God. We see the event, we see facts and figures and flesh and 
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blood, yes—but he sees not only the action that’s taking place, but also what’s going on inside the hearts of 
the shooters, the intense darkness they live under; he sees what went on in the hearts of the victims; he 
sees the fear and the uncertainty in the wake of the attacks. He knows it, and he feels it with us. 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. We groan—we long for it to be over. We 
want to pray, but we don’t know how—what do you ask for in a situation like this? It seems too big for 
any one prayer. So the Spirit helps; he groans with us, he expresses what we can’t express. Let’s not think 
that we’re alone in this, that God is detached and cold and indifferent. The Spirit intercedes for God’s 
children. He’s in this with us. 

1.e: Fifthly, this event should teach us (and others) our need for help. It’s hard to express how 
hopeless we all feel faced with this, isn’t it? How completely lost and without resources we are. If there are 
more attackers that haven’t been caught yet (we don’t even know), the police might catch them, but there 
are others. This is much bigger than just a handful of crazy men plotting to do terrible things. There are 
others out there; if the past is any evidence, this will get more intense before it gets resolved. 

But there’s a gift in feeling helpless: the gift of knowing we need help. The perceived self-sufficiency of 
most Parisians is incredible. We all feel like we can do it on our own. But we can’t. Even if we manage to 
survive the next sixty or so years in relative peace, that won’t solve our ultimate problem: the problem of 
where we’ll be for the rest of all eternity. The reality is that for all of our self-sufficiency, we cannot save 
ourselves. We can’t make up for our rebellion against God. We can’t fix what we’ve broken. We need help. 
And knowing this is a wonderful gift. It gets us ready to be told where our help comes from, and Paul 
tells us where our help comes from at the beginning of the chapter, in v. 1: There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

Outside of Christ, we have nothing to hope for. We have no grounds to hope at all. Outside of Christ (as 
they say), we’re rearranging deck chairs on the Titanic. Which is why I couldn’t simply give you an 
encouraging, It’s-going-to-be-okay speech. There’s no hope in any of the encouragement I could give, save 
one: the encouragement of that promise: There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. He is the grounds of our hope. 

2) The grounds of our hope: the work of Jesus Christ (v. 31-39) 
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his 
own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? God knew we 
couldn’t make up for our rebellion against him; we couldn’t fix what was broken. So he sent someone else 
to fix it. When Jesus came, he lived the perfect life we owed to God, and he died the death we should have 
died, so that the penalty against us might be paid for in full. Now, this seems incomprehensible if we 
think that Jesus died a simple death. We could say, “Well the folks who died on Friday went through the 
same thing; how could one man’s death pay for an eternity in heaven for millions of people?” In addition 
to Jesus’s physical agony on the cross, there was the spiritual agony of taking the sins of all of God’s 
children on himself to the point where he actually became our sin, represented that sin before the Father 
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so that all of the Father’s wrath might be poured out on him. On the cross, the Father poured out 
millions of eternities of hell on his Son. His was no simple death. There is no common measure between 
our suffering and his. 

The ultimate manifestation of God’s love for us was the suffering of his Son on the cross, a suffering more 
profoundly intense than we can imagine. So in this world of suffering that we’ve created, why would God 
come down to us to share in this suffering with us? Because he wanted us to see how deep his forgiveness 
goes. He wanted to show us what kind of God he is—not a god who sits up in heaven condemning us and 
indifferently watching us suffer, but who suffers with us in the mess that we’ve created. A God who not 
only suffered with us, but who suffered more than us. By suffering more, Jesus defeated death and sin: his 
struck the decisive blow against the cancer infecting our world; and by his resurrection, he has given us a 
foretaste of the total victory that will be one day seen all over the world—the day when the earth will be 
renewed and sin and its effects will be abolished. (And this will happen—this is the day that creation has 
been waiting for in the pains of childbirth—the baby will be born. The redemption of this world will 
come.) 

The victorious work of Christ on the cross, and his glorious resurrection from the dead… That is our 
hope. We can have home at this moment, in this situation, in the frightening context that is post-attack 
Paris, because what Jesus purchased for us on the cross is far greater than what any terrorist can take from 
us. If God was ready to give his own Son to purchase our adoption, there is no reason now why he won’t 
give us everything else that we need. If we have put our hope in Christ, we can be sure that no matter 
how scary things are, no matter how intense is the suffering around us, our hope for the future and the 
love of God for us are completely invincible. Of course that doesn’t mean it will be easy; Paul doesn’t say 
there will be no tribulation or danger or persecution, but rather that none of these things can take from 
us what we need above all else. 

3) The invincible love of God (v. 31-39) 
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his 

own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall 
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who 
died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 

And this is the grounds of our hope. We can have hope in this time, in this situation, in the fear-ridden, 
stressful context of post-attack Paris, because what Jesus bought for us on the cross is ultimately far 
greater than what any terrorist could take from us. If God was willing to give his own Son to purchase 
our adoption, there is no discernible reason why he would hold back from us what we need. If we have 
placed our hope in Jesus, of this we can be sure: no matter how frightening things get, no matter how 
extreme the suffering we see around us, our hope for the future and the love of God for us are invincible.  

Now, this doesn’t mean everything will be easy. He doesn’t say there will be no tribulation or danger or 
persecution, but rather that none of these, no matter how awful they are, can take from us the one thing 
we need above all else. 
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35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are 
regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us.  

Think about this for a minute. We are being killed all day long… But in all these things, we are more than 
conquerors through him. What? You mean that even killing us doesn’t mean we’ve lost, but we’ve won? 
That’s right. Remember what Paul said in his letter to the Philippians? It is my eager expectation and hope 
that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, 
whether by life or by death. 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain (Philippians 1.20-21). Dying is the 
worst thing we can imagine, isn’t it? It doesn’t get any worse than that! And this is the wonderful hope of 
the child of God—God’s love for us is so unbreakable that even death becomes gain for us. Because when 
we die, we get Christ. We get to see him, we get to be with him. Even in death, what Paul said in v. 28: And 
we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose. We have to know this, brothers and sisters: God has not lost control. This did not happen outside 
of God’s sovereignty or power. He is capable of taking even the most atrocious acts and making those acts 
work for the eternal joy of his children, and he will.  

And this is why Paul can say with such beautiful certainty, 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. No opposition was 
great enough to stop Christ from being victorious on the cross. And no opposition is now big enough to 
separate us from the love he showed us there. That is our hope.  

Application 
To conclude, I’d like to give us six ways to apply these truths to our lives in the wake of this awful 

tragedy. 

1) We should grieve over our broken world.  
We see the evidence of sin’s damage all around us—in these horrendous attacks, in the cancer that took 

our brother Nor (whose funeral we held just a few hours before the attacks), in the indifference to God we 
see all around us. Let us grieve over our wonderful, broken world, and long to see it renewed. 

2) Let us fight the sin in us.  
If it is true that our sin is the cause of this brokenness, let’s not imagine for a second the remaining sin 

in us is no big deal. Let’s fight tooth and toenail against the slightest tremor of sin in our hearts. There is 
only one holy war the Christian can legitimately declare, and that is the war against the sin in his own 
heart. 

3) Let us desperately long for the day when God will renew all things.  
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Being sick makes us long for the day we won’t be sick anymore. Being so close to so much death makes 
us long for the day when death will be visibly vanquished. This day—this renewed world—this is where 
our hope is. So let’s fix our eyes on the promise of that future and run toward it with everything in us. 

4) Let us remember we need help. 
But let’s not ever imagine we can do it on our own. We need help to have access to this hope, and we 

need help to remember it and pursue it. Let’s pray that God might help us place our hope in the one thing 
we can never lose. 

5) Let us run with desperate confidence to the God who loves us invincibly.  
Our one sure refuge is in the family of God. This is the one place we are safe. Imagine there was a 

Christian at the Bataclan—he knew Christ, he followed him, he loved him. The attackers came in and 
started shooting. This Christian, with a gun barrel to his head, was completely safe. He was about to lose 
his life here, but the bloodiest attack could never take from him what truly mattered. He was safe in the 
home of his Father. 

6) Let us feel a newfound urgency to tell others about Christ. 
Friday night, our hearts broke over these people we didn’t even know. It was devastating for us. So we 

know what it’s like to feel love and concern for people we don’t know. Well, there are still 2.2 million 
people in Paris whom we don’t know, many of whom don’t know Christ. Let’s take that love and 
concern that we felt toward the victims and direct it towards those around us. Let’s remember that 
without Jesus, there is no hope—even if they catch every terrorist in the world. So let’s feel an urgency to 
tell others about him, to introduce them to the one true God, to see them share in the one gift that can’t 
be taken away. Let’s go after them, and pray to see them revealed as our brothers and sisters. 


